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Students power up
for Solar Olympics

By Neil Gonzales
Record Staff Writer

ICTOR — The science team at
s ’ Victor Elementary is gearing up
for the Lodi Unified School Dis-
trict’s first Solar Olympics, hoping its
sleek sun-powered cars will dust the
competition. J -
The trick is to build super light vehi-
cles that will go faster than those being
put together by students from other
schools, said sixth-grader Branden Silva,

)
The May 15

| challenge
youngsters
from schools
districtwide
to best each
other in
building
solar-driven
cars, homes,
fountains
i and other
creations.
The event is
aresultof a
partnership
between the
schools and
the Mar-
tinez-based
Rahus Insti-
tute, a non-profit research and educa-
tional organization that focuses on
resource efficiency.

For the past two years, the program
has taught the fine points of solar ener-
gy and conservation to Lodi Unified stu-
dents.

“1 think it’s really neat for kids to get
involved in alternative-energy sources,”
said Maurie Jacinto, the teacher super-
vising the Victor team.

The Solar Olympics is a way to get
students to consolidate what they have
learned through hands-on activities,
organizers say.

The competition is also being held for
Imperial Valley students and could
spread to other districts across the state.

Those elementary; middle school and

ASSEMBLY LINE: Ra-
chel Romines, 10, gets
up close as she as-
sembles a part for a
solar car.
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od

ATTENTION
TO DETAIL:
A little fine-
tuning goes
into the solar
cell that will
power Victor
School’s
entry at the
Solar
Olympics.

high school campuses that have win-
ning teams will be awarded solar panels
to generate electricity for their school
site, Rahus spokesman Tor Allen said.

The institute has targeted communi-
ties that have their own electric utilities
to spread solar-energy education to
schools, he said.

Lodi Electric Utility is funding the
local effort about $50,000 a year
through its Public Benefits Program in
which the state mandates that cities

explore alternative’energy.

The money goes to Workshops on
how teachers can incorporate the sub-
ject into their lessons, projects such as
the Solar Olympics, equipment and
other materials. 2

The institute is helping teachers align
the solar-related studies to state stan-
dards, Allen said.

“For example, fourth-graders are sup-
posed to learn about electricity in sci-
ence,” he said. They normally learn that
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“This is really fun. We
learn about natural
power. It's something [
didn’t know anything
about before.”

— Mari Galloway, 11
fifth grade, Victor Elementary School

a battery can light up a light bulb, but
you can also teach them how to replace
that battery with a solar cell, he said.

Besides the cars, the Victor students
plan to build a fountain and cooker, all
powered by the sun.

“This is really fun,” said fifth-grader
Mari Galloway, 11. “We learn about nat-
ural power. It's something I didn't know
anything about before.”

The students are also learning about -
how solar power helps reduce pollution.

“It saves the environment,” Branden
said.

W To reach reporter Neil Gonzales,
phone (209) 367-7428 or e-mail
ngonzale @recordnet.com
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IN THE PITS: Jose Gomez, 10, checks out a model of a and his classmaies will be competing in the Solar
solar car Wednesday at Victor Elementary School. Jose Olympics on May 15 at Lodi High School.
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Solar Schoolhouse is a program of The Rahus Institute


