

THE COMMITTMENT AGREEMENT
for California’ s Solar Electric Incentive Programs

Pursuant to Senate Bill 1
Existing commercial buildings that apply for incentives for solar energy systems are required to have an energy audit performed on the building and receive an energy performance (benchmark) rating during the application/design phase of the project. Although it is recommended that all existing commercial buildings be retro-commissioned, buildings that are 100,000 square feet or greater that receive an energy performance rating of less than 75 are required to go through a retro-commissioning process to receive solar energy system incentives.

Retro-commissioning (RCx) is a thorough and systematic process for improving an existing commercial building’s performance.  Cost effective operational and maintenance improvements and sometimes energy efficiency measures are identified that will ensure that the building operates efficiently, performs optimally, provides a safe and comfortable work environment, and meets owner or occupant needs and expectations.  A 2004 study of 106 retro-commissioning projects by Lawrence Berkeley National Lab demonstrated that retro-commissioning can pay for itself in energy cost savings (in addition to improved performance comfort) in 0.2 to 2.1 years.

The building owner/operator/manager that is applying for incentives for a solar energy system is required to implement all cost effective measures recommended in the RCx assessment that result in an improved energy performance rating.  Ideally, the RCx assessment and recommended repairs, adjustments and other energy efficiency measures will be completed prior to or in conjunction with the installation of the solar energy system.  However the repairs, adjustments and measures identified in the RCx assessment can be implemented up to one year after completion of the installation of the solar energy system.  In this case, the building owner/operator/manager is required to complete, sign and submit this Commitment Agreement along with their Solar Energy System Incentive Application that commits the building owner/manager to completing the recommended repairs, adjustments and energy efficiency measures identified in the RCx assessment by the date indicated.  
Please complete, and sign the following Commitment Agreement.  Specify the date by which the repairs, adjustments or measure change-outs are planned to be completed. Submit the signed Commitment Agreement, a copy of the energy audit and Information and Disclosure form with the Solar Energy System Incentive Application to the program administrator.  Submit a copy of the final retro-commissioning report to the Program Administrator when the retro-commissioning process is complete.
   
COMMITMENT  AGREEMENT
To be completed by the Building Owner/Manager.  Please initial each item, fill in the blanks and sign below:
____ I certify that I am the owner/operator/manager (circle one) of the commercial building located at __________________ ______________________________________, and I am applying for incentives for a solar energy system.

____ I certify that the building that is to receive the solar energy system was benchmarked on _______________________ by ____________________________ and received an energy performance (benchmark) rating of __________________.

____ If the energy performance rating is below 75, I certify that the retro-commissioning assessment will be completed on ___________________________ on the building that is to receive the solar energy system.
____ I certify that all cost effective measures identified as likely to improve the energy performance rating will be implemented, and will be completed by _______________________________.  I will submit a copy of the retro-commissioning report to the PV program administrator when the work is complete.  

(signature)

       

(title)

                        

(date)
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